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by  Rob  Waters 

A  small  but  growing  group  of  visionary 
neighborhood  residents  have  embarked  on  a 
bold  experiment  —  building  a  co-operative 
living  environment  from  the  shell  of  a  vacant 
Tenderloin  hotel.  "We're  doing  something 
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Aarti  Hotel  Goes  Co  op 


that's  unique,"  says  John  Cullen,  one  of  the 
future  residents  who  has  been  meeting  to 
plan  the  hotel.  "We're  building  a  commu- 
nity from  the  ground  up  and  we're  planning 
and  making  decisions  together." 

The  community  is  being  built  at  the  old  Aarti 
Hotel .  the  long-vacant  four  story  brick 
building  at  the  corner  of  Leavenworth  and 
Ellis.  The  community  concept  was  initiated 
by  the  Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Develop- 
ment Corporation  (TNDC),  a  non-profit 
group  dedicated  to  preserving  low-cost 
housing  in  the  Tenderloin  and  turning  it  into 
self-managed  cooperatives.  TNDC  bought 
the  Aarti  last  May  with  funds  from  th 
Franciscan  Charities  and  the  City  Office  of 
Community  Development. 

They  initiated  a  series  of  open  community 
meetings  to  plan  and  design  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  the  building.  "It  was  great  fun, ' '  said 
Tom  Lauderbach,  a  TNDG  organizer.  "We 
opened  the  doors  and  said,  'build  your  own 
house.'  "  The  meetings,  which  went  on  for 
weeks,  drew  a  group  of  20  to  30  people  who 


wrestled  with  such  questions  as  whether  to 
have  built-in  cabinets  in  the  rooms  and  a 
greenhouse  on  the  roof.  These  issues  were 
debated  and  bounced  back  and  forth 
between  the  group  and  the  architects  at 
Asian  Neighborhood  Design  until  the  plans 
were  finalized  in  September.  Work  began 
in  December  and  should  be  sufficiently 
complete  to  allow  the  hotel  to  open  in  May. 


It  is  not  just  the  process  of  design  that  is 
unique,  it  is  also  the  end  result.  Where  the 
typical  for-profit  rehab  job  might  be  limited 
to  a  coat  of  paint  and  a  new  carpet,  the  folks 
at  the  Aarti  are  transforming  an  entire 
building,  with  the  needs  and  desires  of  the 
residents  (themselves)  in  mind.  The  new 
roof  will  hold  a  V*  deck,  a  green  house  and 
solar  panels  for  hot  water  heating.  A  large 
community  room  is  being  built  on  the  first 
floor  and  community  kitchens  will  be  built  on 
every  floor.  The  bath  and  shower  on  each 
floor  will  have  heat,  the  plumbing  and 
electrical  will  be  all  new. 

continued  on  page  9 


Hotels  Convert  Despite  Law 


by  Sara  Colm  and  Rob  Waters 

San  Francisco's  dwindling  supply  of  low-cost 
housing  continues  to  be  threatened  by  the 
wide-spread  conversion  of  residential  hotel 
rooms  to  tourist  use,  according  to  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition  and  tenants 
interviewed  by  the  Times.  This  conversion, 
which  is  concentrated  in  the  Tenderloin,  is 
taking  place  despite  the  fact  that  the  city 
has  prohibited  such  conversion  for  the  last 
two-and-a-half  years. 

At  a  February  24  hearing  of  the  Planning, 
Housing  and  Development  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  Coalition  speakers 
charged  that  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspection  has  "failed"  to  enforce  the 
ordinance  and  claimed  that  weaknesses  and 
loopholes  in  the  law  cripple  its  effectiveness. 
They  presented  2  lists  of  54  hotels  where 
they  believe  conversion  to  be  taking  place 

They  say  there  is  "strong  indication"  that 
the  33  hotels  on  the  first  list  are  converting 
up  to  1322  rooms.  They  base  this  estimate  on 
a  comparison  of  1979  tax  records  with  unit 
usage  reports  filed  by  the  hotels  in  late  1981 . 
The  unit  usage  reports,  required  under  the 
terms  of  the  current  hotel  conversion 
ordinance,  compel  hotel  owners  to  designate 
a  number  of  residential  and  the  number  of 
tourist  units  in  each  hotel.  The  Coalition  is 
charging  that  some  hotel  owners  have 
fraudulently  overstated  the  number  of 
tourist  units  in  their  building,  giving  them 
greater  flexibility  to  convert. 

The  second  list  contains  the  names  of  21 


additional  hotels  where  the  Coalition 
"strongly  suspects"  conversion  to  be  taking 
place,  but  where  full  records  are  not 
available.  Their  suspicions  are  based  on 
statements  of  present  and  former  tenants, 
physical  evidence  such  as  construction  work 
on  the  lobby,  changes  in  room  rates  and 
analysis  of  partial  records. 

Erik  Jorgensen,  representing  the  Hotel 
Owner's  Association,  disputed  the  Coali- 
tion's figures  and  told  the  committee  that 
there  is  "not  such  a  big  problem  as  the 
ten£mts  are  trying  to  make."  In  questioning 
the  group's  analysis,  he  said  that  tax  records 
and  usage  reports  are  "difficult  to  inter- 
pret" and  added  that  the  existing  ordinance 
is  "workable,  if  the  city  will  enforce  it 
properly . " 

Tenants  interviewed  by  the  Times  indicated 
that  wide-spread  harrassment  and  eviction 
of  hotel  tenants  is  continuing  and  has 
created  'a  climate  of  fear  '  in  the  Tender- 
loin. 

"They  were  making  it  so  miserable 
here  [because]  they  wanted  everyone  to  get 
out.  ■ '  said  Bill  Marron,  a  69-year-old 
resident  of  the  Lombard  Hotel  on  Geary. 
Marron  said  that  conditions  had  deteriorated 
rapidly  in  the  last  2  years  as  management 
cut  back  on  meal  service,  frequently  ran  out 
of  food  items,  removed  chairs  and  tables 
from  the  lobby  and  reduced  tenant  access  to 
the  "Wine  Cellar"  and  the  "garden  room'." 
When  he  tried  to  resist  such  reductions  in 
service,  Marron  says,  the  manager  threat- 
ened to  '  'throw  everything  in  my  room  out  in 


the  middle  of  the  street.  Til  throw  you  too 
right  along  with  it,"  "  he  quoted  former 
manager  Kathy  Nelson  as  saying. 

Nelson  no  longer  works  for  the  Lombard  and 
the  current  manager  did  not  return  a  call 
from  the  Times. 

The  Lombard  will  be  continuing  its  conver- 
sion plans,  as  they  were  recently  given  a 
legal  go-ahead  by  the  Bureau  of  Building 
Inspection.  The  exemption  was  granted  by 
BBI  because  of  a  provision  in  the  law  that 
allows  hotels  that  had  "partially  converted" 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  first  ordinacne  to 
complete  their  conversion.  This  loophole, 
sometimes  called  the  Feinstein  amendment, 
is  said  to  have  been  put  in  the  law  at  the 
insistence  of  the  Mayor,  the  owner  of  a 
converting  Tenderloin  Hotel.' 

Onetha  Smith  and  Georgetta  Woods,  resi- 
dents of  the  Mason  Hotel,  said  that 
residents  there  "were  being  forced  to  move 
up  to  the  6th  floor  "to  open  up  the  downstairs 
units  for  tourists.  All  but  one  of  th 
permanent  residents  now  livfe  on  the  6th 
floor,  they  say.  Smith  said  that  harrassment 
from  the  manager  had  forced  some  residents 
to  move  out  and  that  she  is  the  target  of 
continuing  harrassmsent.  "He  has  called  me 
a  black  dyke  bitch  and  has  threatened  me," 
Smith  told  the  Times.  The  tenants  also 
charged  that  their  floor  is  not  being  properly 
maintained.  "We  have  rats  and  roaches, 
mice  lice  and  some  kind  of  invisible  bugs," 
she  said. 

The  manager,  in  a  brief  phone  interview 
continued  page  11 
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Barbara  Arms.  Acting  Director, 
Hospitality  House 


/*m  pleased  to  be  Acting  Director  during 
Claudia's  maternity  leave.  As  a  function  of 
this  new  role  I'd  like  to  spotlight  in  this 
column  a  program  undertaken  by  volunteers 
to  help  people  in  the  Tenderloin.  We've 
found  at  Hospitality  House  that  our  volun- 
teers not  only  help  us  carry  out  our  basic 
programs  but  are  able  to  create  new  services 
as  the  need  arises  —  such  is  the  case  with 
W.A.P.  as  volunteer  Lee  McGUnsey 
explains. 

In  a  normal  day  here  at  Hospitality  House, 
you  hear  a  lot  of  complaints  about  the  way 
people  are  treated  by  welfare  agencies  and 


the  "system."  Some  of  the  stories  you  hear 
are  amazing.  I  know  exactly  what  these 
complaints  are  about  since  my  lover  and  I 
have  both  had  to  deal  with  the  hassles  and 
frustration  of  unemployment  and  GA.  These 
experiences  left  me  feeling  angry  —  and 
determined  to  try  to  change  things. 

Our  job  will  not  be  easy.  GA.  for  example, 
changes  their  policies  almost  daily.  Workers 
can't  always  keep  up  with  the  changes  and 
frequently  give  misleading  information.  Our 
volunteers  will  be  well-trained  and  able  to 
give  good  advice. 

At  a  volunteer  meeting  in  early  February 
we  were  told  of  an  important  transition  that 
would  be  taking  place  in  the  near  future:  All 
SSI  recipients  will  be  called  in  for  redeter- 
mination and  word  has  it  that  30%  are  to  be 
cut  from  present  rolls.  A  move  such  as  this  is 
sure  to  upset  and  confuse  many  people  and 
throw  many  more  back  into  the  street. 

I  volunteered  my  assistance  and,  with  the 
help  of  Barbara  Arms,  Tony  Rogers,  and 
Orval  Bogart.  set  up  a  new  program  called 
Hospitality  House  Welfare  Assistance  Pro- 
gram (HHWAP).  {The  word  W.e.l.f.a.r.e. 
stands  for  Workers  Ensuring  Federal  and 
Local  Rights  for  Everyone) .  Our  basic 
function  will  be  to  listen  to  and  guide  people 
in  the  right  direction  when  they  have  welfare 
problems.  We  will  even  accompany  people 
as  they  go  through  the  process  of  being 
interviewed  and  evaluated.  We  will  also  help 
prepare  people  for  job  interviews  and  help 
place  them  through  our  casual  labor 
program.  We  wdll  also  be  working  with  other 


Lee  McGlinsey,  volunteer 


organizations  to  help  people  obtain  the 
medical  care  they  may  require. 
Should  you  or  anyone  you  know  need  help 
going  through  a  redetermination  for  SSI  or 
obtaining  GA.  please  contact  one  of  the 
following  volunteers:  Robert  Edwards, 
Adrian  Redden.  Garth  Ferguson,  Sandy 
Steele.  PauUne  Rothstein,  Thelma  Soto,  or 
Lee  McGlinsey.  The  phone  number  is 
776-2102,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  daily.  We  are 
here  to  offer  moral  support  as  well  as  helpful 
legal  assistance  through  one  of  our  referrals. 
It's  time  for  people  to  pull  together  and  help 
each  other  out. 


ASK  THE  PEOPLE 


by  Pauline  Rothstein  with  Michael  Kurpiel 
M^ere  do  you  find  love  in  the  Tenderloin? 


Sarah  Kearney 


Janice  McAtee 


Oh  dear.  I  can't  answer  that  any  more  than 
the  man  on  the  moon!...  It's  getting  involved 
and  working  with  people  more  than  you 
actually  have  to.  If  they  ask  you  to  do  so 
much  and  you  do  more,  they'll  appreciate 
you  more.  When  people  need  help,  learn  to  be 
a  friend.  If  you're  wiUing  to  give  a  hand  to  a 
stranger,  they'll  appreciate  it. 


You  know,  it's  not  the  big  things  in  life  — 
it's  the  Uttle  things  that  count.  Kindnesses 
that  happen  every  day.  The  first  good 
morning  really  helps  as  you  get  older. 
Friendship,  loyalty  and  companionship  are 
forms  of  love.  It's  nice  to  have  friends  with 
consideration,  but  the  nicest  thing  is  to  start 
the  day  with  a  loud,  clear  '  'Good  Morning! ' ' 
Robert  Edwards 

You  can  find  love  anywhere  if  you  smile. 
People  don't  know  how  to  deal  with  a  smile 
because  they  aren't  used  to  it,  they're  used 
to  growling  and  seeing  tight  faces.  What 
could  they  do?  The  worst  that  people  could 
do  is  make  you  more  miserable.  It  doesn't 
always  work,  but  all  you  can  do  is  try. 


Thelma  Soto 


It's  a  really  hard  question  to  answer.  Love  in 
the  Tenderloin  is  finding  a  person  to  share 
your  love  with.  If  two  people  care  about  each 
other,  they  should  be  together  and  make 
sure  that  the  other  person  isn't  a  rip-off. 
Love  is  also  having  a  baby  and  knowing  that 
it's  wanted  and  loved  because  there  is  love 
in  this  family. 

Well,  that's  it  for  this  month,  if  you  have  any 
suggestions  or  questions  that  you  would  like 
to  see  in  this  column,  please  feel  free  to  drop 
a  line  to:  Ask  the  People.  146  Leavenworth, 
San  Francisco,  California.  94102. 
See  you  next  month! 
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RENTS 


MUNI  riders  denaonstrate  outside  City  Hcdl  against  fare  hike 


In  the  early  morning  of  February  23,  after 
more  than  six  hours  of  public  testimony  and 
debate,  the  San  Francisco  Board  of  Super- 
visors voted  to  raise  MUNI  fares  for  the 
second  time  in  two  years.  But  San  Francisco 
seniors,  who  flexed  their  political  muscles  by 
turning  out  in  force,  were  once  again 
exempted  from  the  fare  hike;  the  fare  for 
seniors  and  disabled  will  remain  at  5  cents. 

The  7-to-4  vote,  with  Supervisors  Britt, 
Kopp,  Nelder  and  Walker  dissenting,  was  a 
victory  for  the  Mayor  and  Public  Utilities 
manager  Richard  Sklar.  The  PUC  argued 
that  a  fare  increase  is  "necessary"  to 
balance  the  city's  budget  and  to  allow  the 
city  to  collect  some  $25  million  as  its  share  of 
the  BART  sales  tax.  State  law  requires  that 
MUNI  and  other  transit  systems  meet 
one-third  of  their  total  budget  at  the  farebox 
in  order  to  qualify  for  the  BART  money.  PUC 
representatives  described  their  proposal  as  a 
two-year  plan,  leaving  the  clear  implication 
that  they  would  seek  a  new  increase  in  1984. 

Most  of  the  Supervisors  appeared  bored  and 
annoyed  at  having  to  listen  to  hours  of 
testimony  unanimously  opposing  a  fare 
increase  from  a  variety  of  individuals  and 
community  organizations  including  the  Gray 
Panthers,  the  Haight  Ashbury  Neighbor- 
hood Council,  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  and  other  feminist,  neighborhood, 
environmental,  senior,  disabled  and  transit 
groups. 

Speaker  Melody  Lamar  made  an  eloquent 
plea  for  the  Supervisors  to  "think  of  us  as 
human  beings"  and  reminded  them  that  a 
fare  increase  "hurts  all  of  us."  Others 
argued  that  no  fare  increase  should  be 
considered  until  the  promises  made  2  years 
ago  when  fares  were  doubled  are  fulfilled. 

A  long  line  of  speakers,  cheered  on  by  an 
overflow  crowd,  complained  about  the  poor 
quality  of  service  and  the  fact  that  the  City  is 


Free  Films: 

The  Free  Association  is  a  recently  formed 
collective  presenting  information  and  ideas  to 
stimulate  discussion  and  action  on  crucial 
issues  of  the  80's.  The  Association  shows  free 
films  every  Friday  afternoon  at  1:00pm  at  the 
Red  Victorian  Movie  House,  1659 Haight  near 
Cole. 

MARCH  6  INDEPENDENT  FILMMAKERS 
Independent  Hlms  from  Bay  Area  filmmakers 

MARCH  12  ELSALVADOR 

El  Salvador:  Revolution  or  Death  —  a  highly 
acclaimed  film  on  the  struggle  in  that  Central 
American  nation. 


not  yet  collecting  on  any  of  the  measures 
designed  to  make  downtown  contribute  its 
fair  share,  measures  that  were  included  in 
the  revenue  package  proposed  two  years 
ago,  with  doubled  MUNI  fares. 
In  response  to  these  complaints,  Supervisor 
Renne  referred  to  downtown  developers  as 
"turkeys"  who  mostly  live  out  of  town  and 
don*t  ride  MUNI.  She  urged  the  speakers  to 
return  on  March  15  when  the  Board  will  hold 
a  public  hearing  on  the  proposed  Core  Area 
Transit  Maintenance  District  that  would 
assess  downtown  property  owners  for  a 
share  of  MUNI  costs  that  directly  benefit 
them. 

Despite  the  public  testimony,  the  fix  was 
clearly  in  to  adopt  the  PUC's  proposal  with 
only  slight  modifications.  Several  Supervi- 
sors rushed  to  object  to  the  PUC's  proposal 
to  increase  senior  and  disabled  fares  to  25 
cents  a  ride  and  a  monthly  $5  pass. 
Supervisor  Hongisto  proving  to  be  the  most 
agile  in  leaping  to  his  feet.  His  motion  to 
amend  the  proposal  to  retain  the  current 
senior  and  disabled  fare  of  5  cents  a  ride  and 
$2.50  for  a  monthly  pass,  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

Another  amendment  offered  by  Supervisor 
Dolson,  which  will  allow  seniors  and  the 
disabled  to  purchase  a  $25  pass  good  for  15 
months,  was  also  adopted  unanimously.  To 
keep  the  package  at  the  same  level  of 
expected  revenue,  the  PUC  proposal  for  a 
$22  Fast  Pass  was  amended  to  $24. 

With  MUNI  riders  now  about  to  pay  even 
higher  fares,  it  is  even  more  important  to 
support  the  implementation  of  the  proposed 
Core  Area  Transit  Maintenance  District.  The 
Supervisors  will  be  under  tremendous 
pressure  from  downtown  business  interests 
not  to  adopt  the  proposal.  Attend  the  public 
hearing  scheduled  for  4  pm  at  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  meeting  on  March  15,  or  call  or 
write  your  Supervisors  at  City  Hall.  Down- 
town must  pay  its  fair  share. 

MARCH  19      AGING:  BREAKING 
STEREOTYPES 

Maggie  Kuhn:  Wrinkled  Radical  —  the  70 
year  old  leader  of  the  Grey  Panthers  talks 
about  the  fight  for  senior  rights 
To  Live  to  be  140:  Extending  our  Biological 
Limits  —  Explores  the  difiference  in  life 
expectancy  in  our  society  and  in  village  in  the 
Andes  where  people  live  to  be  well  over  140. 

MARCH  26     TOO  MUCH  CORPORATE 
POWER 

Controlling  Interest  —  If  present  trends 
continue,  400  corporations  will  soon  control 
80%  of  the  productive  capital  of  the  western 
world.  An  analysis  of  the  impact  of  corporate 
control  on  economic  and  political  develop- 
ment in  the  US  and  the  Third  World. 
Hamburger  USA  —  The  contents  of  an 
ordinary  cheeseburger  is  the  vehicle  for 
examining  corporate  control  over  food  and  our 
lives. 

APRa2      INDEPENDENT  FILMMAKERS 


In  a  partial  victory  for  tenants,  the  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  has  ap- 
proved a  slight  tightening  of  the  city's  rent 
stabilization  ordinance.  The  board,  by  a  6  to 
3  vote,  with  Supervisors  Kopp,  Molinari  and 
Renne  opposing,  moved  to  reverse  the 
procedure  by  which  landlords  can  raise  rents 
in  excess  of  the  7%  guidelines.  In  the  past, 
tenants  have  had  to  appeal  excessive 
increases  to  the  Rent  Arbitration  Board. 
Now  it  will  be  up  to  landlords  to  secure 
permission  from  the  Rent  Board  before  they 
can  impose  a  more-than-7%  increase.  The 
Supervisors  also  voted  down  a  series  of  other 
amendments  also  designed  to  strengthen 
the  rent  law. 

The  debate  and  voting  process  on  the  rent 
amendments,  described  by  at  least  one 
person  in  attendance  as  "insane,"  went  on 
for  over  3  hours,  and  was  marked  by 
confusion  and  parliamentary  maneuvering. 
The  board  debated  over  the  best  order 
in  which  to  vote  on  the  items,  disagreed  on 
the  effect  of  votes  they  had  taken  and 
haggled  with  both  the  clerk  and  the  City 
Attorney.  Supervisor  Renne,  acting  as  chair, 
commented  at  one  point  "I  don't  know  what 
you  people  are  talking  about."  She  was  in 
the  chair  because  Molinari,  the  Board 
President,  was  jumping  in  to  the  issue 
himself.  He  tried  to  have  the  board  merely 
extend  the  existing  law  and  send  that 
extension  to  the  Mayor  along  with  the 
amendments.  That  would  have  given  the 
Mayor  the  opportunity  to  veto  the  amend- 
ment without  being  seen  as  vetoing  rent 
stabilization.  His  move  was  defeated. 

The  debate  and  the  voting  produced  some 
surprises.  Supervisor  Kennedy,  the  author 
of  the  only  amendment  actually  approved, 
began  the  debate  by  moving  to  table  the 
entire  discussion.  After  that  move  was 
defeated ,  Kennedy  voted  against  nearly 
every  other  amendment  that  was  discussed. 
Supervisor  Nelder,  on  the  other  hand, 
surprised  everyone  by  voting  for  almost  all 
the  amendments.  Nelder,  a  conservative, 
was  widely  viewed  as  a  sure  "no"  vote  on 
any  rent  control  item. 

The  board  took  no  action  on  what  most 
housing  activists  view  as  the  present  law's 
major  weakness,  the  so-called  vacancy 
decontrol  provision.  That  provision  removes 
controls  from  any  unit  which  becomes 
vacant.  This  provides  an  actual  incentive  for 
landlords  to  evict,  since  they  cannot  signifi- 
cantly raise  rents  on  current  tenants. 

At  press  time,  the  Board  approved  the 
measure  the  required  second  time  and  sent 
it  to  the  Mayor  for  her  signature. 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

ismAing  t  nofwnounOt 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 

All  for  $325— $S75  per  month 

Civic  center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.      431 -2870 
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RAW  Art  on  Eddy  Stre6t    Tenderloin  street  scene  painting  by  Craig  Laaha         photo:  Rob  Waters 


by  Rob  Waters  and  Sharon  Elise  Dunn 


"When  most  people  think  of  art,  they  think 
of  the  opera  and  the  ballet,  of  Sutter  Street 
and  Fisherman's  Wharf,"  says  Arlandis 
Walker.  "When  they  think  of  the  Tender- 
loin, they  think  of  violence  and  murder.  Buty 
let  me  tell  you,  the  Tenderloin  is  hot  with 
artistic  energy.  There's  a  broad  spectrum  of 
art  and  artists  in  the  Tenderloin." 

Walker  is  part  of  one  aspect  of  the 
Tenderloin  arts  scene,  the  Reality  Arts 
Workshop  (RAWJ.  a  small  storefront  on 
Eddy  Street  next  to  the  Cadillac  Hotel.  The 
workshop,  a  project  of  Reality  House,  was 
started  2  years  ago  by  Craig  Lasha  and 
Reality  House  director  Leroy  Looper.  "RAW 
—  that's  exaclty  what  it  is,"  says  Lasha, 
"art  in  the  raw.  We  wanted  to  have  a  place 
in  the  Tenderloin  where  Tenderloin  people, 
kids  and  seniors  could  come  and  paint. ' '  The 
workshop  is  presently  used  on  a  drop-in 
basis  by  some  50-60  people  a  week  and 
intensively  by  a  smaller  number  of  highly 
skilled  and  disciplined  artists  who  paint  in 
oils,  acryUcs  and  watercolor  and  do  airbrush 
and  sculpting.  The  small  workshop  is 
cluttered  with  an  impressive  array  of 
charcoal  Ufe  drawings,  African-influenced 
sculpture  and  paintings,  pen  and  ink  fantasy 
cartoons,  and  even  a  punk  TV  set. 

The  workshop  is  staffed  by  Lasha  and  by 
Kemit  Amenophis,  a  Detroit  native  whose 
works  have  been  shown  at  the  Goodman 
Building,  the  Bayview  Opera  House  and  the 
African -American  Historical  Society.  He 
works  at  the  storefront  on  weekends, 
instructing  and  assisting  artists  and  main- 
tains a  studio  space  in  the  back  where  he 
does  his  own  work  —  lavish,  active  paintings 
drawing  on  the  richness  of  Africa's  artistic 
heritage.  "This  is  grassroots  art,  community 
art,  a  place  to  tap  into  resources,"  says 
Amenophis.  "We  encourage  artists  to  come 
here,  learn  and  use  our  space." 

Lasha,  the  principal  figure  at  the  workshop, 
came  to  San  Francisco  in  1978  to  begin  a 


scholarship  at  the  San  Francisco  Academy  of 
Art,  a  scholarship  he  earned  while  serving 
time  at  McNeill  Island  federal  prison.  San 
Francisco  proved  to  be  a  supportive  and 
positive  place  to  be.  "San  Francisco  was 
beautiful,"  says  Lasha.  'I  had  changed 
completely  in  values,  in  my  outlook  on  Ufe.  I 
was  starting  to  develop  more  consciousness, 
I  prepared  myself."  Upon  arrival,  he  was 
placed  in  the  halfway  program  at  ReaUty 
House,  where  he  met  director  Looper  and 
his  wife  Kathy  Sofos.  "If  not  for  them,  I 
wouldn't  have  gotten  this  far,"  says  Lasha. 
"Reality  House  has  been  everything  to  me. 
It's  hard  to  make  it  without  support." 
Reality  House  support  has  included  spon- 
sorship of  Lasha  for  CaUfomia  Arts  Council 
grants,  and  2  years  ago,  the  opening  of  the 
ReaUty  Arts  Workshop. 

Lasha  in  turn  has  offered  important  support 
to  artists  who  have  come  through  RAW's 
open  doors.  "Its  meant  a  lot  to  me  that  I 
could  come  here  and  draw , ' '  says  Al 
Williams,  a  19  year  old  who  came  to  the 
workshop  through  the  pre-trial  diversion 
program.  "Craig  said  that  I  had  some  talent 
and  encouraged  me  to  keep  drawing." 
Williams,  who  has  been  drawing  since  third 
grade,  has  been  coming  to  RAW  for  about  a 
year  now,  working  on  his  fantasy-Uke  pen 
and  ink  cartoons  which  are  frequently 
populated  by  dragons  and  other  mythic 
creatures.  WilUams  feels  that  the  workshop 
experience  has  helped  him  develop  as  a 
person  as  well  as  an  artist.  "  I  used  to  be 
messing  around  and  hanging  out  on  the 
street.  Its  made  me  feel  better  about  myself 
to  know  I  have  talent."  He  was  recently 
hired  by  a  local  printer  after  taking  classes  at 
Mission  Community  College,  and  one  of  his 
next  print  jobs  will  be  producing  a  RAW 
poster. 

The  workshop  is  open  to  all;  it  is  a  place 
where  people  can  come  to  create  and  leave 
their  pasts  behind.  "When  you  come  to  the 
art  shop,"  says  Looper,  "you're  an  artist, 
not  an  ex-con  or  a  junkie  or  an  alcohoUc  or 
anything  else.  The  criteria  is  being  an 


artisit."  Not  only  is  there  an  emphasis  on 
individual  creativity,  there  is  an  increasing 
amount  of  energy  being  devoted  to  streng- 
thening and  intensifying  the  quaUty  and 
level  of  the  art.  "I  want  to  make  this  a 
showplace  for  serious  artists."  says  Lasha. 
"to  create  stronger  art  and  energy,  to  make 
this  place  an  artistic  center  for  the 
Tenderloin." 

By  raising  their  artistic  level,  RAW  artists 
are  also  hoping  to  more  successfully  market 
their  work.  In  this,  they  have  the  full  support 
of  Leroy  Looper.  "Reaganomics  is  making 
things  tough.  Artists,  like  everyone  else, 
are  gonna  have  to  find  a  way  to  make  some 
money." 

The  workshop  wiU  be  holding  an  open  house 
on  March  26  from  5  to  9  pm.  "We  want 
people  to  come  over  and  check  out  what 
we're  doing,"  says  Lasha.  "We  want  to  let 
the  community  know  we're  here  and  that  our 
doors  are  open." 
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Housing  Plan  Ripped 


Housing  and  community  activists,  including 
a  large  contingent  from  the  Tenderloin, 
crowded  into  a  meeting  room  at  the  Public 
Library  last  month  and  strongly  attacked  the 
city's  proposed  housing  master  plan.  Speak- 
er after  speaker  denounced  the  plan,  the 
Planning  Department,  the  Mayor  and  the 
general  City  Hall  handling  of  housing 
issues,  and  seemed  to  agree  with  the 
assertion  of  one  speaker  that  there  was  "no 
plan  at  all. 

The  plan,  technically  called  the  residence 
element  of  the  city's  master  plan,  was  being 
debated  in  open  hearing  because  it  had  been 
revised  after  the  state  of  California  rejected 
it  as  inadequate.  The  Planning  Department 
rewrote  it  and  scheduled  a  series  of  public 
hearings  before  sending  it  on  to  the 
Planning  Commission  for  approval. 

The  plan  was  ripped  for  a  lack  of  research 
and  demographical   data;   for   failing  to 


sufficiently  analyze  the  impact  of  downtown 
high-rise  growth  on  residential  neighbor- 
hoods; for  failing  to  sufficiently  encourage 
the  development  of  low-  and  moderate- 
income  housing;  for  failing  to  adequately 
deal  with  the  problem  of  condiminium 
conversion,  and  for  a  general  vagueness 
characterized  by  the  use  of  terms  like 
"encourage,"  "promote"  and  "discour- 
age" without  establishing  numerical  goals 
or  measurable  policies. 


"This  plan  is  like  putting  banana  peels  on  a 
waxed  floor  and  teUing  people  to  walk  on 
it,"  said  Jerry  Schween,  President  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition. 

David  Jones  of  San  Franciscans  for  Reason- 
able Growth  called  it  a  "total  PR  document 
that  doesn't  come  close  to  meeting  the 
needs"  of  the  city. 


Calvin  Welch  of  the  Council  of  Community 
Housing  Organizations  said  that  the  plan 
represented  a  policy  of  "low-  and  moderate- 
income  removal  coupled  with  maximum 
profitable  development  of  residential  prop- 
erty." He  criticized  the  plan's  goal  of 
increasing  residential  density  as  a  "divide 
and  rule  tactic  to  pit  poor  people  of  color 
against  middle-income  whites.  We  reject 
that  policy,"  he  stated.  . 

Harold  Trekunoff ,  a  Tenderloin  resident  and 
activist  member  of  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Employees  union,  warned  the  planners  that 
the  housing  crisis  is  "potentially  volatile" 
and  that  if  it  continues  it  could  lead  to 
flare-ups  in  the  streets. ' '  He  vowed  to  work 
towards  a  labor/community  aUiance  and 
asserted  that  since  "the  only  language 
politicans  understand  is  power  and  pres- 
sure" that's  what  they'd  get. 

The  plan  was  not  too  popular. 


Turk  Street  Highrise  INshOtt 
Shelved 


Two  22-story  condominium  towers  proposed 
for  the  comer  of  Turk  and  Taylor  streets 
have  been  put  on  indefinite  hold  because  the 
developers,  the  Aspen  Group  of  New  Jersey, 
couldn't  afford  the  cost  of  land  in  the 
Tenderloin. 

David  Cincotta.  the  attorney  for  the  Aspen 
Group  stated  that  the  highrise  condos  were 
"shelved  for  now."  with  no  alternative  plans 
for  new  highrise  construction  in  the  Tender- 
loin forseen  by  his  clients.  Reasons  stated  by 
Cincotta  for  the  dismissal  of  the  plan  were  1) 
exorbitant  landcosts  is  the  Tenderloin  and 
"ridiculous"  attitudes  of  property  owners 
and  2)  the  dismal  state  of  the  condominium 
market. 

While  the  highrise  condos  are  currently  off 
the  Tenderloin's  horizon,  the  Aspen  Group 
is  still  interested  in  doing  housing  rehabil- 
itation work  in  the  Tenderloin.  The  original 
proposal  put  forward  by  the  Aspen  Group 
last  summer  included  several  Section  8 
rehabilitation  projects  as  part  of  the  entire 
development  package.  Cincotta  stated  that 
the  Aspen  Group  has  a  commitment  for 
several  hundred  section  8  units  from  HUD. 
Buildings  being  considered  for  Section  8 
rehab  work  include  the  Harriman  and  El 
Crest  apartments.  Asked  what  would  hap- 
pen to  present  tenants,  Cincotta  said  that 
relocation  plans  are  being  looked  into.  If  the 
City  is  not  able  to  provide  relocation 
assistance,  Cincotta  spoke  of  the  possiblity 
of  placing  the  tenants  temporarily  in  vacant 
units  in  nearby  Tenderloin  buildings  that 
would  be  fixed  up  by  the  Aspen  Group. 

Joe  Kaufman  of  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  was  relieved  that  the 
highrise  project  wasn't  going  forward. 
Queried  about  the  potential  rehab  work  in 
the  Tenderloin,  Joe  responded,  "It's  impor- 
tant that  that  sort  of  work  doesn't  displace 
current  residents  and  gentrify  the  rest  of  us 
into  obUvion."  The  Planning  Coalition  is 
pushing  for  the  Aspen  Group  to  work  on 
empty  buildings  if  possible  so  as  not  to 
displace  residents.  In  addition,  the  Coalition 
is  advocating  that  the  developers  not  convert 
residential  hotels  units  into  studios  which 
would  deplete  the  total  number  of  housing 
units. 


by  Rob  Waters 

Shelter  from  the  storm,  A  group  of  folks  from 
various  neighborhood  service  agencies  have 
been  meeting  at  the  initiation  of  St. 
Anthony's  to  talk  about  starting  a  crisis 
shelter  and/or  all-night  drop-in  center  for 
the  Tenderloin.  "We  want  to  offer  emer- 
gency overnight  shelter  to  street  people  who 
have  no  place  to  stay."  says  St.  Anthony's 
James  Wise.  He  says  that  things  are  just  in 
the  talking  stage  now,  but  that  funds  are 
available.  With  Reaganomics  closing  many 
services  and  every  day  throwing  more 
people  out  of  work  and  into  the  stree,  such  a 
program  is  desperately  needed.  Good  luck 

Eddy  Street  Sizzles.  At  least,  it  will  soon  if 
the  plans  of  ReaUty  House  director  Leroy 
Looper  bear  fruit.  Looper  is  negotiating  with 
the  Sizzler  steak  house  chain  to  obtain  a 
franchise  for  Reality  House.  The  negotia- 
tions have  gone  well  and  a  good  deal  of  the 
needed  funds  have  already  been  raised.  The 
restaurant,  which  Looper  hopes  to  open  in 
the  fall,  will  provide  employment  for 
Tenderloin  folks  and  money  for  Reality 
House  programs  for  seniors  and  ex-cons. 
"We've  got  to  make  some  money,"  says 
Looper.  "If  we  make  money,  then  Reagano- 
mics won't  hurt  us."  The  franchise  will  be 
located  on  Eddy  next  to  the  Cadillac 
Hotel  The  Hotel,  by  the  way,  has  vacan- 
cies for  seniors  and  mature  persons.  The 
rooms  are  with  or  without  baths  and  range 
from  $150  -$175  a  month.  The  Hotel  offers  a 
wonderful  lobby,  a  friendly  staff  and  soon, 
the  faint  scent  of  California  Langostina. 
What  more  could  you  ask?  Come  by  380 
Eddy  Street  or  call  673-7223. 

Stop  Rape.  As  part  of  Stop  Rape  week,  the 
San  Francisco  Commission  on  the  Status  of 
Women  and  the  YMCA  are  sponsoring  an 
all-day  event  focusing  on  self -protection 
from  rape  and  assault.  Free  films,  work- 
shops, and  slide  shows  will  be  presented. 
The  event  will  take  place  on  Saturday, 
March  13  from  9:30  to  4:30  at  the  YWCA, 
620  Sutter  Street  The  'Y'  is  also  sponsor- 
ing 2  drop-in  support  groups  for  women.  The 
groups,  on  Tuesday  from  6:30  to  8:30  pm 
and  Monday  at  12  noon,  are  open  to  women 
who  feel  the  need  for  personal  support  or 
who  want  to  lend  a  hand  to  others.  The  focus 
is  on  empowering  women  to  make  the 
decisions  necessary  to  act  on  their  own 
behalf. 


1 


"You  can't  hug  your  child  with  nuclear 
arms.  "  That  truism  appeared  on  the  sign  of 
one  of  the  thousands  of  protester  who 
participated  in  a  march  last  month  from  UN 
Plaza  to  Union  Square.  They  were  protesting 
Cowboy  Ronnie's  insane  arms  build-up  and 
his  support  for  repression  in  El  Salvador. 
' '  How  can  we  justi^  giving  more  guns  to  the 
government  in  El  Salvador  so  they  can  kill 
their  own  people?"  asked  one  marcher. 
"And  how  can  they  do  this  while  at  the  same 
time  cutting  off  money  for  seniors  and  the 
poor?"  How  indeed  Tom  Mitchell  and 
James  Wise  represented  the  Tenderloin  well 
at  a  leafletting  action  and  prayer  vigil  at  the 
Concord  Naval  Weapons  Station  on  Ash 
Wednesday,  February  24.  "We  feel  the 
arms  race  is  unbelievably  £mti-lif%,"  says 
Wise,  "and  we  were  there  to  choose  life." 
Similar  actions  are  held  at  Concord  every 
Thursday. 


Residential  hotel  tenants,  alertf  Some  hotel 
owners  are  trying  to  illegally  evict  long-term 
residents  by  having  them  arrested  rathr  than 
going  through  the  normal  eviction  process. 
The  owner  of  the  Columbia  Hotel  has 
laready  had  one  tenant  arrested  and  sent  to 
jail.  A  lawsuit  will  soon  be  filed  against  him. 
If  you  receive  any  threat  from  your  hotel 
owner  or  manager  about  your  possible 
arrest,  call  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  at 
776-8151.  The  Clinic  can  also  help  with  other 
housing  problems  such  as  rent  increases  and 
evictions. 


WABONABBEE 


Please  tell  my  Mother  that  I  want  to  see  her, 
But  I  am  not  here 
and  she  is  disgusted. 

She  mustered  enough  courage  to  get  myself 
back  there. 

And  for  awhile  my  enemies  saw  her. 

Ashed  light  around  her, 

Tears  flowing  from  her, 

And  when  I  see  her 

I  am  below  her  — 

Spreading  gentle  carpets  to  comfort 

And  flowers  before  her. 


And  here  is  the  honor 
and  here  is  the  prayer; 
There  is  no  one  kinder 
There  is  no  one  aire. 


She's  close  by  the  baker. 
She's  close  by  his  name, 
Closer  by  my  side, 
If  you're  close  by  my  side. 


She  is  always  the  tender 
She  is  always  the  warmer 
If  she  should  grow  weary 
I  have  only  few  friends. 


For  I  have  a  token 
A  heart  at  not  broken 
Belief  is  the  spoken 
And  the  true  still  depends: 


On  the  hour  that  I  touched  her. 
No  scorn  it  lo  touched  there, 
No  for  me  to  dishonor. 
Life  yet  does  it  end? 


Bless  the  wayfarer 
One  talking  or  marer 
And  if  you  miss  me 
I  love  you  again. 


Dixie  Keller 


Alone  w 


HARK,  HARK,  THE  LARK 


LARKS  AND  LASERS,  QUARKS  AND  QUASARA, 
OCCUPY  SPACE  INDIVERSE  Dtf^ENStONS; 
UNCALENDARED,  SAILING  UNCHARTED  SEAS; 
ELUDING  EARTH-BOUND  MAN'S  INTENTION. 

THE  LARK,  UNRECORDED  IN  QUARTOES  OF  TIME, 

WRITTEN  BY  ANTIC  HISTORIANS, 

BANNED  FROM  THEIR  CHRONICLES  OF  CRIME; 

ABANDONED  BY  MODERN  EUPHORIANS; 

ARM-CHAIR  DIVINITIES,  SPINNING  INFINITIES, 

EXPLOIT  THE  HEAVENS'  PHENOMENA; 

EVOKING  HOLY  TRINITIES 

TO  SANCTIFY  A  WANTON  ANIMA. 

LITURGY-LAUNDERED  QUANDARIES 

WILL  NE'ER  BE  SOLVED  WITH  ANCIENT  MYTHS  -- 

THE  UNIVERSAL  CONGERIES  -- 

OR  SLEIGHT-OF-HAND  HYPOTHESIS: 

ADMIT,  OF  MIRACLES  AND  MYSTERIES  UNGUESSED, 
THE  LARK'S  MYSTIQUE  FOREVER  LEADS  THE  REST! 


ANNA  KRIVONIC  ©1981 


JOIN  THE  WRITERS  WORKSHOPl 

The  Writers  Workshop  is  free  and  open  to  everyone.  It 
meets  every  Wednesday  evening  at  7  at  Hospitality  House, 
146  Leavenworth  (between  Turk  and  Golden  Gate).  The 
Workshop  is  supported,  in  part,  by  a  grant  from  the 
California  Arts  Council.    So  whether  you're  a  beginning 
poet  or  a  published  playwright  —  or  just  want  to  lis- 
ten — ,  you're  invited  to  join  the  Writers  Workshop.***" 
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1  my  thoughts 


UNTITLED 


Alone  with  my  thoughts 
On  a  windy  day 
By  the  water. 
What  else  do  I  need 
As  the  world  rushes  by 
Thinking  it  has  somewhere  to  go? 


Hoping  for  a  better  world 
For  myself  and  everyone  else, 
When  we  will  believe 
That  all  of  us 
Are  brothers  and  sisters. 


A  boy  fishing 

Excited  when  he  sees  them 
Calling  to  me 
"Hey!  Look  at  that!" 
Breaking  the  barrier 
That  never  stood  between  us. 


Sisyphus 


COIN'  HOME 

I'm  goin'  home, 
PUll  down  the  shades 
Kick  off  my  shoes 
And  paint  my  life 
Away. 

It  don't  matter 
If  you  care  about  it 
Or  not, 
I'll  only  do  it  anyway. 


Pauline  Rothstein 


JOHN  THE  QUEEN 

John,  I  came  to  you  with  my 
hunger  &  I  found  peace, 
men  shit  on  me, 
and  grinded  me  to  the  ground. 
People  call  you  a  queer 

but  I  don't 
You  put-on  a  dress  for  me  &  I'H 

turn  out  for  you, 
John,  John  tell  me  why  you 
turned  out  for  me??? 

Dawn  Bowers 

This  poem  was  misprinted  in  the  last 
edition.  Sincere  apoligies  —  the  poetry 
editor. 
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THE  TRUTH  IN  WINE 


Men  will  keep  on  killing  men 
Then  bury  them  with  words 

that  rhyme 
and  I  will  be  a  poet's  poet 
for  there  is  truth 
in  the  body  of  wine 

The  world  will  wish 

the  hour  were  yesterday 
when  it  is  called  to  pay 
for  its  crime 
but  I  will  love  you  in  the 
spirit  and  keep  you  sacred 
in  my  mind 

I  do  not  fear  the  coming  morn 
but  the  record  of  yesterday 
it  might  have  been  better 
if  we  were  born  from  stars 
nstead  of  mud  that's  clay 

I  want  to  love  you  and 
be  with  you  but  I  just 
don't  have  the  time 

for  man  has  found 
the  truth  in  money 
and  I  the  truth 
in  wine 


Layopo  J, J.  "Kip"  Gordon 


THAT  SILLY  GUINEA  PIG 


How  disgusting  from  our  point  of 
view.  Now  we  know  they  ran  so 
freely  jungle  wise.  Men  with 
belly  thoughts  wanted  him  intact. 
Somehow  to  view  how  much  his 
digestive  system  could  hold  and 
sell.  Not  knowing  his  short  legs 
could  only  travel  so  far. Come 
from  that  cage  you  silly  guinea 
pig- 
Just  because  men  came  with 
arrows  and  frightened  your  tail 
end  running  no  place  in  particular. 
"Silly  short  fat  fucker  why  did 
you  come  from  the  jungle  with 
that  mysterious  noise?"  No  defense 
to  conquer  and  gave  a  Society 
an  idea  how  they  could  play  games 
with  us  today. 


Ezekiel  Ward 


Long  black  hair 
Full  passionate  thighs, 
Tender,  thoughtful,  expressing  eyes, 
A  gentle  mouth  that's  paradise. 
She  is  my  Mary-anne. 


A  small  straight  nose  and 
full  bold  hips.  Laughter, 
Defiant  pride. 
I  want  to  be  with  her  - 

to  be  inside. 
She  is  my  Mary-anne. 


John 


John  McMillan 
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Times  Profile:  Maria  Manor's  Richard  Nelson 


by  Mary  Tallmountain 

After  six  years  managing  Tenderloin  hotels, 
Richard  Nelson  has  earned  the  ARM 
certificate  of  the  Institute  of  Real  Estate 
Management,  denoting  him  an  Accredited 
Resident  Manager.  This  honor  comes  chiefly 
as  a  result  of  his  work  at  Maria  Manor,  one 
of  John  Stewart  Management  Company's  six 
senior  manors.  This  may  sound  pretentious, 
but  Nelson  is  anything  but. 

But  Nelson  is  anything  but.  He's  been  a 
vice-president  of  the  city's  Conunission  on 
Aging,  but  that's  misleading,  too. 

Bom  and  raised  on  an  Iowa  far,  Nelson's 
kept  his  feet  firmly  on  the  ground.  In  1975, 
he  was  teaching  handcrafts  at  Yo  s  shop- 
knitting,  crochet,  needlepoint,  and  latch- 
hooking  rugs.  He  happened  to  meet  the  then 
manager  of  The  Alexander  Manor,  who  said. 
"Sure  wish  I  could  find  a  good  room  clerk  for 
the  hotel  '  Richard's  ears  perked  up.  They 


perked  up  further  when  he  found  it  was  a 
HUD-subsidized  residence  for  seniors.  He'd 
been  looking  for  a  job  working  with  seniors, 
one-on-one. 

Nelson  got  the  job  as  clerk.  Within  a  week  he 
became  manager  when  the  man  who'd  hired 
him  made  a  change.  He  stayed  on  for  more 
than  two  years  with  Barcelon  &  Burger 
Company;  in  1977  he  was  hired  by  John 
Stewart  Company  to  manage  Maria  Manor. 
His  various  classes  in  geriatrics  paid  off,  and 
his  knowledge  and  expertise  increased,  as 
shown  by  the  constant  100%  average 
occupancy  of  his  hotel.  He  created  an 
attractive  lobby,  and  his  visibility  there 
instilled  the  sense  of  security  needed  by  the 
seniors.  Their  average  age  is  72. 

Nelson  says.  "Within  25  years,  40%  of  this 
country's  population  will  be  over  55.  Now, 
one  in  ten  Americans  is  65  or  over. ' ' 
Presently  52  himself,  he  says  seniors  are  a 
disadvantaged  group,  with  many  pressing 
needs.  Considering  them  as  such,  he  often 
finds  himself  "acting  as  father,  mother, 
sister,  brother,  priest,  and  social  worker." 
Beyond  regular  duties,  he's  initiated  "The 
Stitch-N-Bitchers,"   a   group    (male  and 
female)  that  does  handiwork  and  exchanges 
jollities  every  Thursday  night.   He  also 
helped  form  the  Luncheon  Club  for  those 
tenants  who  want  to  dine  at  notable  spots 
like   Alta   Mira  or  The  Claremont.  He 
personally  plans,  directs,  and  is  chief  server 
at  The  Maria's  monthly  buffet-dance.  He 
sends  birthday  cards  designed  by  one  of  the 
tenants,  coinciding  with  a  monthly  birthday 
party  and  cake  celebration  for  all. 

It  seems  that  each  of  his  more  than  one 
hundred  tenants  has  become  a  member  of 
Richard's  own  extended  family, as  evidenced 
by  his  knowing  them  aU  by  their  first  name. 


New  Suit  for  Downtown 


by  Rob  Waters 

"No  downtown  development  without  ade- 
quate planning  '  is  the  message  of  San 
Franciscans  for  Reasonable  Growth,  the  city 
planning  watchdog  group  which  has  filed 
suit  to  prevent  the  City  Planning  Commis- 
sion from  approving  additional  commercial 
projects  in  the  downtown  area. 

The  suit  charges  that  continued  approval  of 
high-rise  and  other  downtown  development 
is  in  violation  of  the  CaUfomia  Environ- 
mental Quality  Act  and  state  requirements 
for  an  adequate  housing  plan.  "The  city 
doesn't  understand  the  cumulative  impact  of 
what  is  happening  downtown  and  they  admit 
that  they  don't  understand  it,"  said  Sue 
Hestor,  the  attorney  who  filed  the  suit.  "Yet 
they  continue  to  approve  anything  that 
comes  before  them  with  no  regard  for  the 
devastating  effects  these  developments  have 
on  the  people  of  San  Francisco." 

Jerry  Schween,  President  of  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  told  the  Times 
that  he  warmly  welcomes  the  suit.  "Con- 
tinued, uncontrolled  high-rise  growth  is  a 
threat  to  all  residential  neighborhoods,"  he 
siad,  "but  it  is  particularly  threatening  to  a 
neighborhood  Uke  the  Tenderloin,  which  is 
right  in  the  backyard  of  the  office  boom  area. 
We've  got  enough  problems  with  luxury 
hotels,  we  don't  need  highrises." 

The  suit  claims  that  the  Planning  Commis- 
sion has  admitted  in  its  proposal  for  the 


downtown  Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR|  that  it  does  not  understand  the  effects 
of  continued  development  in  such  areas  as 
housing,  MUNI,  city  services,  employment, 
traffic  and  parking  and  air  pollution.  The 
downtown  EIR  is  a  city  study  now  under  way 
that  wiU  attempt  to  analyze  the  effects  of 
downtown  construction.  The  suit  seeks  a  ban 
on  new  construction  until  the  study  is 
completed  and  implemented. 

The  suit  also  claims  that  the  accelerated 
pace  of  downtown  development  is  creating 
an  "extraordinary  demand"  for  housing, 
but  charges  that  the  city  has  failed  to  take 
adequate  steps  to  assure  the  availability  of 
housing  for  low-  and  moderate-income  San 
Franciscans. 

According  to  the  Mayor's  office,  some  24 
miUion  square  feet  of  office  space  is 
currently  under  construction  or  has  been 
approved  for  construction.  That  amount  of 
office  space  would,  by  city  projections, 
create  a  demand  for  21,120  housing  units. 
But  the  city  has  been  producing  only  850  to 
900  units  of  housing  per  year  in  recent  years 
and  the  projection  for  this  year  is  not  much 
higher. 

In  an  effort  to  meet  the  demand  for  housing 
caused  by  the  office  boom,  the  Planning 
Department  adopted  the  Office  Housing 
Production  Program  that  requires  devel- 
opers to  mitigate  the  effects  of  their  projects 
by  building  or  '  causing  to  be  built"  housing 


He's  definitely  a  first-name  man,  with 
unique  understanding  of  and  regard  for  each 
as  an  individual.  He's  affected  such  change 
in  the  atmosphere  of  his  hotel  that  if  it's 
possible  for  a  downtown  hotel  to  have  a 
family  air.  the  Maria  Manor  has  exactly  that. 

The  home-style  has  drifted  over  into  the 
community  Ufe  of  the  residents.  Personal 
rapport,  mutual  interaction,  true  interest 
and  caring  exist  among  them.  This  seems  to 
stem  partly  from  the  fact  that  Nelson  is  a 
family  man.  He  and  his  four  brothers  on  that 
Iowa  farm  learned  homey  skills  from  their 
four-square  farm  parents,  among  them  the 
art  of  helping  neighbors,  of  visiting,  trading 
handwork  patterns  and  recipes. 

When  I  asked  how  his  success  with  tho 
residences  had  come  about,  he  said.  "Well, 
I  treat  the  folks  like  I'd  want  them' to  treat 
me  if  I  were  in  their  shoes.  Everybody  needs 
somebody."  My  mind  flashed  back  on  times 
I'd  seen  Richard  in  a  supportive  stance: 
kneeling  in  the  street  beside  Maude,  who'd 
been  sideswiped  and  knocked  down  by  a  car 
in  front  of  The  Maria;  or.  arms  flying, 
dishing  up  a  special  brunch;  or  whiriing 
around  in  a  fast-paced  waltz  with  one  of  the 
ladies;  or  comforting  a  friend  tearful  over 
her  family's  non-appearance  on  a  holiday;  or 
telling  a  quick  joke  to  chase  away  some- 
body's blues. 

When  I  left,  he  stopped  me.  "Hey,  how  do 
you  know  when  you're  getting  old?" 

Seeing  his  blue  twinkle,  I  groaned  "Okay 
tell  me." 

The  twinkle  sharpened.  "When  you  sink 
your  teeth  into  a  steak  and  they  sUy  there ! ' ' 


Looking  back,  I  saw  him  grinning  like  a 
Cheshire  Cat. 


units.  The  number  of  units  to  be  built  is 
determined  by  a  city  formula.  But  critics  of 
the  plan,  including  San  Franciscans  for 
Reasonable  Growth,  charge  that  it  is  not 
working.  "The  city  has  been  playing  'let's 
make  a  deal'  with  the  developers,"  says 
Hestor,  "and  the  deals  have  been  very 
favorable  —  to  the  developer, ' '  According  to 
Rene  Cazenave  of  the  Council  of  Community 
Housing  Organizations  (CCHO),  a  coalition 
of  local  housing  groups,   1,049  units  of 
housing  have  been  built  or  rehabbed  by 
office  developers  since  January,  1981.  Those 
same  developers  have  created  the  demand 
for  2,371  units  of  housing,  their  figures  say. 
"And  none  of  those  1049  units  have  come 
on  line,"  says  Cazenave. 

The  SFRG  action  was  endorsed  by  former 
Planning  Commissioner  Ina  Dearman  who 
called  it  "a  step  to  force  the  Feinstein 
administration  to  protect  the  public  interest 
(and)  to  compel  the  city  Planning  Depart- 
ment to  do  its  job .  If  this  suit  is  successful ,  * ' 
she  added,  "it  will  put  the  planning  back 
into  the  city  Planning  Department. ' ' 

<415)  771-8755 
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Aarti  Hotel  Goes  Co-op 


■ '  We  have  attempted  to  put  this  hotel 
together  as  if  it  were  a  class  act,"  says 
Cullen.  "Just  because  people  are  on  SSI 
doesn't  mean  they  should  have  to  live  in  a 
slum."  While  the  emphasis  in  construction 
is  on  quality  and  long-term  maintenance,  the 
construction  crew  is  also  "salvaging  the  old 
trim  and  pulling  a  lot  of  nails"  and  generally 
"trying  to  preserve  as  much  of  the  structure 
as  possible." 

Volunteer  work  and  free  technical  assistance 
has  helped  keep  the  costs  down  somewhat, 
as  has  the  willingness  of  many  of  the 
sub-contractors  to  throw  in  some  extras.  The 
result  is  that  the  project  is  now  under  budget 
though  "sometimes  we  breathe  deeply, ' ' 
says  Cullen.  Daze  Mizer,  a  San  Francisco 
native  and  Tenderlolin  resident  who  will 
"probably"  live  in  the  hotel,  has  a  very 
practical  reason  for  donating  his  time  the 
last  three  months  as  an  assistant  carpenter: 
"I'm  trying  to  keep  the  rent  low.  The  more 
volunteers,  the  cheaper  the  rent." 

Cheap  rent  (probably  between  $150  and 
$175  per  month)  is  one  reason  for  an  interest 
in  the  hotel  project.  But  is  is  certainly  not  the 
only  one.  A  recent  planning  meeting  of 
prospective  tenants  began  with  each  of  the 
20  people  in  attendance  giving  their  reasons 
for  being  there.  Lena  wants  to  "meet  new 
people,  make  friends  and  be  able  to  cook  my 
favorite  meals";  Todd  sees  the  project  as  a 
chance  for  people  "to  control  their  own  lives 
more  than  ever  before."  Karen  likes  the 
idea  of  "beating  the  system,"  Kelly  likes 
the  idea  of  "building  trust"  and  Beverly 
likes  the  idea  of  "building  your  own  place, 
the  way  you  want  it." 

The  meeting  was  the  first  of  a  series  of 
meetings  to  plan  and  organize  the  opening 
and  running  of  the  hotel,  to  begin  the 
process  of  cooperative  decision -making  and 
tenant  management.  After  discussing  their 
reasons  for  involvement,  the  group  brain- 
stormed  on  tasks  that  need  to  be  dealt  with 
and  decisions  that  need  to  be  made.  With 
guidance  from  TNDC  organizers  who  gently 
reminded  people  to  answer  their  own 
questions,  the  group  came  up  with  some  20 
items  and  issues  to  be  dealt  with  and  created 
5  committees  to  start  doing  the  dealing. 

One  item  of  discussion  was  the  process  of 
tenant  selection  and  recruitment.  There  are 
currently  about  20  prospective  tenants  for  40 
rooms.  Though  no  formal  policy  was  made, 
the  group  generally  agreed  that  they  did  not 
want  to  "just  fill  the  rooms"  but  were 
looking  for  people  who  would  share  in  the 
vision  and  work  of  building  a  cooperative 
hotel. 

TNDC  is  a  new  group,  little  known  in  the 
neighborhood.  But  in  its  scant  year  of  formal 
existence,  it  has  acquired  and  is  rehabbing 
four  buildings.  Besides  the  Aarti,  their 
holdings  are  the  Civic  Center  Residence  at 
44  McAllister  (a  women's  residence  club) 
and  the  apartment  buildings  at  421  Leaven- 
worth and  480  Eddy.  "Our  goal  with  all  the 
properties  is  the  same,"  says  Lauderbach, 
"to  build  community  in  housing  for  low- 
income  people."  For  TNDC,  building  com- 
munity means  building  co-ops,  creating  a 
situation  where  previously  powerless  people 
join  together  to  take  control  over  their  lives 
and  housing  environment. 

TNDC  is  committed  to  the  development  of 
housing  cooperatives,  but  they  are  not 


applying  rigid  formulas  to  building  them  at 
the  different  sites.  Each  building  is  going 
through  a  slightly  different  process  and  will 
end  up  with  a  different  structure.  At  480 
Eddy,  the  tenants  have  formed  a  co-op 
association  which  claims  about  one  third  of 
the  residents  as  members.  They  are  setting 
up  on-site  EngUsh  classes  for  the  Southeast 
Asian  residents  of  the  building.  Tenants  at 
421  Leavenworth  have  formed  committees  to 
work  on  various  issues  and  a  core  group  of 
tenants  is  working  towards  the  formation  of 
a  co-op  association. 

For  the  women  of  the  Civic  Center 
Residence,  working  towards  a  co-op  is  the 
latest  development  in  a  long  battle  over  the 
future  of  their  building.  Built  in  the  20's,  the 
Evangeline,  as  it  was  known,  was  run  by  the 
Salvation  Army  as  a  strict,  structured  home 
for  working  women.  In  March  of  1980  the 
200  residents  of  the  building  were  shocked 
to  receive  eviction  notices  from  the  Army, 
which  was  losing  money  and  wanted  to  sell. 
The  women  countered  by  forming  the 
Committee  to  Save  our  Homes,  which 
organized  the  tenants,  wrote  letters  to  the 
Editor  and  testified  before  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  which  was  then  in  the  process 
of  debating  the  first  residential  hotel 
conversion  ordinance.  Their  efforts  ultim- 
ately paid  off  —  the  notices  were  rescinded 
and  the  building  was  sold  to  TNDC  rather 
than  a  developer. 

Martha  Bryant  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
that  fight,  today  she  is  still  organizing  — 
working  to  bring  the  idea  of  a  co-op 
residence  club  into  reahty.  For  Bryant,  a 
co-op  means  "deciding  as  a  body  how  we 
want  the  building  to  function,"  creating  "a 
sense  of  community  '  and  having  "Sunday 
afternoon  teas."  It  does  not  mean,  she  is 
quick  to  point  out,  "doing  physical  labor." 
Though  the  co-op  idea  has  encountered 
some  resistance  from  tenants  at  the  resi- 
dence who  would  rather  not  take  on  a  lot  of 
responsibility,  Bryant  is  "optimistic"  about 
the  ultimate  success  of  the  venture.  "I  think 
it'd  be  a  good  experience  and  I  think  it'd  be 
good  fun,"  she  says.  "I'd  like  to  see  it 
happen." 

There  are  vacancies  right  now  at  the  Civic 
Center.  There  will  be  vacancies  at  the  Aarti 
for  people  who  want  to  participate  in  the 
creation  of  a  cooperative  hotel.  For  more 
information  about  either,  call  TNDC  at 
776-2151  or  stop  by  at  474  Eddy  Street.  Get 
involved.  "Build  your  own  hotel." 


Opening  in  May!! 


Reserve  your  place 
by  getting  involved 
now  in  planning 
how  it  will  run. 


Find  out  more  at  474  Eddy  Street. 


AARTI  CO-OP  HOTEL 


Part  of  the  "older"  crowd?  This  is  YOUR 
colunin.  Every  other  month,  health,  family 
relationship  and  lifestyle  questions  will  be 
discussed  here  based  on  reader's  questions 
bend  you  questions  to  Feeling  Greyt  the 
Tenderloin  Times.  146  Leavenworth  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 

Q.  My  doctor  says  I  have  CHF  — 
Congestive  Heart  Failure.  My  heart  doesn't 
bother  me,  but  the  pills  he  has  me  take  — 
Lasix  —  do.  I  ctm't  stand  all  that  urination; 
I'd  rather  put  up  with  puffy  ankles  (which 
the  Lasix  is  supposed  to  help.)  What  do  my 
ankles  have  to  do  with  my  heart,  anyway? 

A.  Puffy  ankles  can  be  a  sign  of  CHF. 
Puffy  ankles  can  also  be  connected  with 
inactivity,  or  standing  or  sitting  long  periods 
of  time  especially  if  you've  got  varicose 
veins.  Also,  some  wome  get  swollen  ankles 
in  hot  weather  or  from  wearing  girdles  or 
tight  garter-bands.  Injury  or  pelvic  tumors 
can  cause  ankles  to  swell,  too. 

But  back  to  you.  In  CHF,  your  heart  pumps 
less  effectively;  blood  "waits  in  line"  to  get 
pumped  and  "backs  up"  in  your  veins. 
When  the  fluid  pressure  inside  your  veins 
becomes  greater  than  the  fluid  pressure 
outside  your  veins,  fluid  can  leack  out  of 
your  circulation  and  into  surrounding  tis- 
sues, very  often  your  ankles.  In  CHF,  the 
heart  can't  pump  through  the  usual  volume 
of  blood.  When  this  lessend  amount  of  blood 
passes  through  the  kidneys,  the  kidnesy 
signal  the  body  for  assistance  in  holding 
onto  some  of  the  water  and  salt  that  would 
normally  be  excreted  in  the  urine.  This  does 
increase  the  blood  volume;  unfortunately, 
the  increased  volume  also  raises  the 
pressure  in  the  tiny  ends  of  the  arteries  so 
that  even  MORE  fluid  leaks  out  of  the 
circulation  and  into  the  already  edematous 
(water-logged)  tissues.  Lasix  helps  break 
this  vicious  circle  by  working  on  the  kidneys 
to  thwart  their  natural  effort  to  conserve 
fluid  and  salt.  The  end  result  —  lots  of 
urination  —  means  the  medication  is  doing 
its  job  and  making  your  heart's  job  an  easier 
one  as  well. 


m  M  m 
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The  following  varieties  of  produce  are 
available  at  the  Farmer's  market 
in  March  and  April: 

During  the  winter  months  at  the  Farmers 
Market  there  is  still  a  variety  of  fresh 
produce  to  choose  from,  although  much  less 
than  during  the  Summer  and  Fall  seasons. 
When  you  buy  fresh  produce  directly  from 
ithe  farmers  who  grow  it,  the  produce  is 
fresher  and  lower  in  price  than  the  produce 
not  in  season  and  sold  in  the  supermarkets. 


VEGETABLES 


FRUITS 


Artichokes 

Apples 

Beets 

Apple  juice 

Bok  choy 

Avocadoes 

Broccoli 

Dried  peaches 

Cabbage 

Dried  pears 

Cauliflower 

Dried  apricots 

Celery 

Grapefruits 

Chinese  mustard  greens 

Lemons 

Chard 

Navel  oranges 

CoUards 

Orange  juice 

Lettuce 

Tangerines 

Onions 

Winter  Pears 

Potatoes 

Spinach 

NUTS 

Squash 

Sunchokes 

Almonds 

Turnips 

Walnuts 

Why  not  make  every  meal  a  good  one  with 
fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  grown  locally. 
THEY  TASTt  GREAT!  THEY  SAVE  YOU 
MONEY!  THEY  RE  EASY  TO  PREPARE! 
THEY'RE  GOOD  FOR  YOU! 
For  more  information  please  call  or  stop  by 
the  Farmers  Market  office:  111  Golden  Gate 
Ave.  in  San  Francisco.  Tel.  #621-0422.  Also, 
stop  by  the  information  table  on  Sundays  at 
the  HEART  OF  THE  CITY  MARKET, 
UNITED  NATIONS  PLAZA,  OPEN  from  10 
AM  -  2  PM. 


RECIPES 

Cauliflower  Soup 

simmer  until  tender: 

1  large  head  cauliflower 

6  cups  vegetable  stock  or  water 

saute: 

1  cup  sliced  mushrooms 

2  Tbs.  butter 

Combine  above  and  1  small  can  evaporated 
milk;  season  to  taste  with  soy  sauce,  pepper 
and  curry;  heat  thoroughly  without  boiling. 
Serves  5 

Sweet  Potato  Puff 

6  sweet  potatoes 

1  very  small  green  pepper 

1  medium  onion 

1  egg  . 

Bread  crumb 

Boil  potatoes  until  soft.  Drain  and  peel. 
Mash  thoroughly.  Cut  up  both  pepper  and 
onion  into  small  pieces  and  add  to  mashed 
potatoes.  Form  into  small  cakes  or  patties; 
dip  each  cake  into  egg,  then  into  bread 
crumbs  and  fry  in  a  hot  skillet. 

Sweet  Apple  Snitz  and  Dumplings 

4  cups  dried  apples 
4  cups  water 
Honey  to  taste 
1  cup  flour 

IVi  tsp.  baking  powder 
V*  tsp.  salt 

1  tablespoon  brown  sugar 
Milk 

Soak  dried  apples  in  water  for  30  minutes. 
Bring  to  a  boil  and  simmer  for  30  min. 
Sweeten  with  honey.  Combine  dry  ingre- 
dients adding  milk  to  make  stiff  batter.  Drop 
the  batter  by  the  tablespoon  onto  the 
simmering  apple  mixture.  Cover  tightly  and 
cook  15  minutes.  Serves  8  or  can  be  saved 
for  snacks  all  week  long. 


Runaway! 

Eric  Andrews  is  a  16-year  old  runaway  who 
came  to  the  Streetwork  program  at  Hos- 
pitality House.  He  left  this  article  for  the 
Tenderloin  Times  just  before  leaving  for 
Eugene,  Oregon. 

Today  more  and  more  teenagers  are  running 
away  from  home.  They  run  away  from 
"stable"  homes.  They  "boogie"  for  many 
reasons  —  for  instance,  the  "longing  to  be 
free"  or  some  form  of  child  abuse. 

I  know  a  16  year-old  runaway  named 
"Oscar."  (His  name  has  been  changed  to 
protect  his  interests.)  He  left  home  with  two 
"friends"  —  or  so  he  thought  —  and 
traveled  to  Medford,  Oregon  their  first  day 
on  the  road.  "It  was  sheer  misery,"  he  told 
me.  "We  spent  the  first  night  in  Medford 
under  a  bridge.  We  slept  facing  the  wrong 
way  and  whenever  a  freeze  came  up  it  went 
right  down  the  sleeping  bag,  and  boy  was 
that  cold." 

When  I  asked  Oscar  how  the  rest  of  the  trip 
went,  he  replied,  "It  went  smoothly  enough 
compared  to  that  first  terrible  night.  I  left  on 
the  first  of  January  and  arrived  in  San 
Francisco  on  the  fifth." 

Why  did  Oscar  leave  his  "happy  home?"  *'I 
had  problems  with  everything  in  general," 
he  told  me.  "I  had  trouble  with  parents, 
privacy,  house  rules  and  finding  work.  You 
know  what  I'm  talking  about."  Well,  to  be 
totally  honest,  I  do  know  what  he's  talking 
about  —  I've  been  there.  It's  hard  —  I 
mean,  hard. 

Recently,  I  asked  some  people  whether  they 
think  teenage  runaways  are  a  personal  or  a 
national  problem,  and  what  their  reasons 
are.  "It's  a  personal  problem,"  one  person 
told  me,  because  parents  have  a  respon- 
sibility to  treat  their  children  with  respect  for 
mental,  emotional  and  physical  abilities. 
Parents  should  make  rules  strict  enough  to 
keep  their  kids  out  of  trouble  with  the  law  — 
but  not  so  strict  that  they  choke  them. 
Granted,  no  individual  is  perfect,  but 
parents  should  try  harder. 

Another  person  I  spoke  with  told  me  that 
runaways  are  a  "national  problem  because, 
if  society  doesn't  take  an  interest  in  kids 
now,  it  will  have  to  when  youths  turn  to 
crime  to  survive." 

I  personally  beUeve  that  teenage  runaways 
are  a  national  and  a  personal  problem.  No 
one  cares  about  what  happens  to  them  —  or 
so  it  seems.  But  I've  been  lucky  —  I've 
found  a  place  or  two  that  does  care.  Their 
names  are:  Hospitality  House,  Huckleberry 
House  and  9  Grove  Lane.  These  places  help 
out  with  housing  and  other  problems. 

Please  help  these  programs  survive  by 
giving  them  your  support  —  take  an  interest 
and  help  out.  Thanks  for  listening. 


The  Heart  of  the  City  Farmer's  Market  will  be  presenting  the  following  special  events  in  March. 
MARCH  13th  —  COMMUNITY  GARDEN  TOUR 

On  Saturday  March  13th  at  1  PM  those  interested  in  touring  San  Francisco's  community  gardens  can 
do  so .  Sign  up  at  the  Friends  of  the  Market  table  on  Sundays  or  call  Mafaera  at  62 1  -0422 .  We  will  meet 
at  111  Golden  Gate  Ave.  and  return  before  dark.  Bring  along  a  snack  or  beverage  for  a  *  'mini-picnic' ' 
along  the  way  I 

MARCH  28th  —  ASIAN  CULTURAL  COOKING  DEMONSTRATION 

Another  delightful  food  demonstration  will  take  place  during  the  Market  on  March  28th.  We  are  still 
in  the  planning  stages  for  this  event  so  if  you  are  interested  in  organizing  for  a  day  of  cooking  in  a 
festive  atmosphere  contact  Mahera  as  soon  as  possible. 


Gary  Michael  Coutin 
Esquire 
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•  Free  Consultation 

•  Criminal 

•  Civil 

•  Administrative 

Law  Off/ce 
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Hotels  Convert  Despite  Law 


with  the  Times,  denied  that  he  was 
converting  the  hotel,  which,  he  said,  "has 
always  been  transient  and  permanent. 
Permanents  who  pay  their  rent  are  welcome 
to  stay  as  long  as  they  want,"  he  added.  He 

called   the   complaining   tenants    "f  g 

deadbeats  who  defraud  landlords"  and  said 
that  they  are  "being  evicted  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent." 

Watson  Garroni.  a  12  year  resident  of  the 
Elks  Club  Hotel  on  Post,  said  that  last  year 
new  lessees  took  over  and  "made  a  strong 
move  to  have  permanent  residents  leave  the 
hotel  because  they  were  going  to  convert  it 
into  a  tourist  hotel."  Robert  LeMans,  the 
assistant  manager  and  an  employee  of  the 
old  lessee,  confirmed  Garroni's  assertions. 
"The  new  outfit  wanted  to  convert  to  a 
first-class  hotel.  They  tried  to  move  the 
permanents  out  by  offering  to  pay  moving 
expenses."  Twelve  accepted  the  offer  and 
moved  out;  most  of  the  remaining  27 
permanents  joined  with  Garroni,  who  is  an 
attorney,  and  formed  a  tenants  association, 
which  has  succeeded  in  getting  the  lessee, 
Shidler  and  Shidler  to  withdraw  their  threat 
to  close  the  hotel. 

The  tenants'  victory  at  the  Elks  Club  is 
unusual,  but  it  was  won  through  direct 
negotiation  rather  than  city  action.  To  date, 
no  conversions  have  been  found  to  have 
occurred  by  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspec- 
tion, although  25  complaints  have  been  filed 
and  some  15  hearings  have  been  held. 

This  fact  leads  the  Planning  Coalition  to 
conclude,  as  it  wrote  in  a  letter  to  members 


of  the  committee,  that  "the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspection  has  not  effectively 
monitored  and  enforced  the  ordinance." 
They  called  on  the  Board  to  tighten  up  the 
law  and  specifically  to  close  two  loopholes: 

1.  The  so-called  summer  exemption  clause, 
which  allows  landlords  to  convert  vacant 
units  to  tourist  use  during  the  summer. 
"This  is  a  blatant  weakness  in  the  law,"  said 
Randy  Shaw  of  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic.  "It  is  an  incentive  to  evict.  We  expect 
many  evictions  to  occur  around  May  1  when 
landlords  try  to  empty  their  units  so  they  can 
charge  tourist  rates." 

2.  Community-based  organizations  that 
serve  tenants  have  no  legal  standing  to  file 
complaints  or  to  sue  to  get  the  law  enforced. 
"Many  tenants  are  unaware  of  their  rights, 
many  are  too  intimidated  to  fight.  If  they 
don't  act  and  we  can't  act  for  them,  they 
lose."  Furthermore,  tenants  who  complain 
and  lose  must  pay  a  $200  fee. 

The  committee  hearing  was  but  the  latest 


round  in  a  long,  drawn-out  and  sometimes 
messy  political  struggle.  In  the  fall  of  1979, 
after  a  great  deal  of  publicity  about  some 
dramatic  and  ruthless  conversions,  Supervi- 
sor Ella  Hill  Hutch  introduced  a  temporary 
moratorium  to  forbid  conversions.  That 
moratorium  was  passed  and  Trained  until 
January,  1981,  when  the  Board  unanimously 
passed  a  strong  permanent  ordinance.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  end  of  the  battle.  A 
group  of  hotel  owners  hired  big-time  legal 
help  to  prevent  the  enforcing  of  the 
ordinance.  They  sued  on  constitutional 
grounds  and  pressured  the  Supervisors  into 
passing  a  greatly  watered-down  version  of 
the  law,  the  version  that  exists  today. 

At  last  month's  hearing,  Supervisor  Britt 
recalled  that  period  as  "the  lowest  point  of 
my  experience  on  this  Board.  (Thel  Board 
caved  in  to  the  sleazy  tactics  of  the  lobbyists. 
When  you  have  a  law  that's  dictated  by 
lobbyists,  you  get  real  bad  legislation." 
Residential  hotel  tenants  from  the  Tender- 
loin and  the  entire  city  are  hoping  that  that 
legislation  can  be  improved. 


INshort 


continued  from  page  5 


■  'Lifelines ' '  book  party.  There  will  be  a  book 
party  at  Hospitahty  House  to  celebrate  the 
publication  of  "Lifelines, ' '  a  book  of  original 
artwork  and  poetry  on  life  in  the  Tenderloin. 
Neighborhood  poets  and  artists  will  read 
their  poems  and  present  their  handiwork,  all 
contained  in  the  long-awaited  anthology 
Hospitality  House  recently  played  host  to 
another  artistic  event,  the  first  meeting  of 
the  state  chapter  of  the  International 
Committee  on  Creativity  for  People  with 
Disabilities.  The  group  discussed  ways  to 
make  art  programs  more  accessible  and 
responsive  to  handicapped  artists.  "We 
want  to  get  more  seniors  and  disabled 
people  involved  here,"  says  the  House's 
Doug  Murphey.  "We  know  there  are  a  lot  of 
people  along  in  their  hotel  rooms  who  would 
like  a  place  to  come  work." 

Trees  for  the  Tenderloin?  Leavenworth 
Street  may  soon  be  home  to  a  number  of  new 
trees,  courtesy  of  the  San  Francisco  Friends 
of  the  Urban  Forest.  That  group,  which 
helps  communities  throughout  the  city  with 
tree  planting  problems  and  red  tape,  is 
currently  gathering  signatures  from  Leav- 
enworth property  owners  and  hopes  to  begin 
actual  planting  in  March...  The  National 
Lawyer's  Guild  Unemployment  Project  of- 
fers free  counseling  on  unemployment 
problems  and  issues  for  people  having 
problems  with  unemployment  benefits. 
They  can  answer  questions  and  also 
represent  claimants  at  appeal  hearings.  The 
sessions  are  held  Monday  through  Thursday 
from  6  to  8  pm  at  558  Capp  Street.  For  more 
info,  call  647-3140. . .  Hospitality  House 
Drop-in  Center  has  a  Casual  Labor  Service 
which  can  provide  basic  labor  at  a  reason- 


able wage.  Men  and  women  are  available  for 
housecleaning,  yardwork,  painting,  dish- 
washer, busboy,  janitor  and  a  variety  of  othe 
temporary  jobs  requiring  unskilled  and 
semiskilled  workers... Calls  for  help  should 
be  made  at  least  one  day  in  advance  (more 
time  required  for  specialties).  Call  between 
10  am  and  2  pm.  Monday  through  Friday. 
The  number  is  776-2102;  ask  for  Bob  Holler, 
Casual  Labor  Coordinator. . . 
Movie  theater  strike  goes  on.  That  lunch- 
time  crowd  in  front  of  the  United  Artists 


building  on  Golden  Gate  last  month  was  no 
line  for  tickets.  Members  and  supporters  of 
local  9.  the  theater  janitors  union,  marked 
the  4th  month  of  their  strike  against  the 
United  Artists  and  Syufy  Enterprises  theater 
chains  by  pulling  out  their  signs  and  holding 
an  informational  picket  line.  The 
workers  are  asking  San  Franciscans  not  to 
patronize  the  following  theaters:  Alexan- 
dria, Balboa,  Coliseum,  Coronet,  Empire, 
Metro,  Stonestown,  Twin,  Vogue  and  Cine- 
ma 21.  They  are  also  awaiting  AFL-CIO 
sanction  to  make  their  boycott  national... 


SUBSCRIBE! 


HI  I^^^^bI 


THE 
TENDERLOIN 
TIMES 


.  PMKOIiOh  OI  (I 


Now  you  can  be  certain  of  getting  every  Issue  of  the 
TENDERLOIN  TIMES.  Never  again  will  you  mias  one  because 
your  neighbors  got  there  first.  To  take  out  «n  inexpen- 
sive one-year  subscription,  Just  fill  out  the  slip  below 
and  return  It  with  a  check  or  money  order  to  the  TENDER- 
LOIN TXHES,  146  Leavenworth  Street,  San  Francisco,  94102. 

DO  IT  today: 

YESl  I  want  a  one-year  subscription  (6  issues)  to  the 
TENDERLOIN  TIMES.  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order 
for  (  )  $5  regular  or  <  )  $3  senior,  low  Income.  Send 
my  copies  Co: 


name 


address 


room 


city  zip 
Make  checks  payable  to  HOSPITAUTY  HOUSE    Ho  cash  please! 
Ratunt  to  the  TQIDERLOIM  TIMES,  146  Leaveowortti,  SF  94102 
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EMERGENCIES 

Police     

Fire-  - 911 

 QI  1 

Ambulance     

Suicide  Prevention   --221-1423 

Psychiatric  Crisis/Outreach  (10-6)   ---673-5700 

Women  Against  Rape--  -   647-RAPE 

Night  Minister   (10pm  -  4am)  -  986-U64 

Glide  Crisis  Center   (M-F,   U-4)  771-6300 

MEDICAL 

S.F.  General  Hospital   -- 821-8200 

Central  Emergency   --  431-2800 

Saint  Anthony's  Clinic   (K-F,  9-12)-   864-0241 

Haight-Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic   --431-1714 

Women's  Needs  Center    221-7371 

Health  Center  #4--  -   538-3158 

North  of  Market  Senior  Service  Center  885-2274 

Tenderloin  Outpatient  Clinic    673-5700 

Mt.  Zion  -  Department  of  Psychiatry  567-1711 

SOCUL  SERVICES 

Social  Security—    —  956-3000 

Food  Stamps   557-5718 

General  Assistance    557-6030 

Medi-Cat  —  -    — -864-0899 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  557-5723 

State  Employment  Office   5.57-3038 

E.D.D.  -  Service  and  Industrial  Workers  557-2385 

E.D.D.  -  Professional  and  Clerical  Workers  557-3038 

Unemployment  Insurance  557-1013 

Senior  Escort  Outreach  Program  673-8600 

Catholic  Social  Services   864-7400 

HearinR  Impaired  Program  (C.S.S.)   567-0540* 

Refugee  Resettlement  Program  557-6325 

LEGAL 

S.F.  Neighborhood  Legal  Assistance  433-2535 

Welfare  Rights  Unit  ^  --433-2535 

Attorney  Referral  -    391-6102 

District  Attorney  553-1752 

Public  Defender   - 553-1671 

Victim/Witness  Assistance  552-6550 

Family  Violence  Assistance  552-1926 

Ovm  Recognizance  Bail  Project   552-2202 

People's  Law  School    285-5069 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly   434-3895 

NLG  Lawyer  Referral  Service  ($10  fee)  771-9107 

HOUSING 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic-  776-8151 

Rent  StabllizatloD  &  Arb^ltration  Board  621-RENT 


S.F.  Tenants  Union  (M-F,  1-5  &  M-W  7-9pm)  282-6622 

Housing  Authority  673-5800 

Peoples  Law  School  (M-F,  10-1)  285-5069 

D.A.  Consumer  Fraud  Unit  553-1814 

Mayor's  Office  for  Citizens  Assistance  558-2666 

Council  for  Civic  Unity  (Discrimination)  781-2033 

Human  Rights  ComnlBelOn  (Dlscrtmination)  558-4901 

Bay  Area  Urban  League  Mousing  Counseling  431-7530 

Public  Housing  Tenants  Association  922-3717 


SWITCHBOARDS 

Drug  Lines  (all  hours)  

Mental  Health  Info/Referral  (all  hours) 

Senior  Information  (M-F,  9-5)  

Haight  Switchboard  (hours  vary)  

S.F.  Women's  Switchboard  (hours  vary)-- 

Childcare  Switchboard   

Child  and  Youth  Sexual  Abuse  Resources- 
Parental  Stress  Talk  Line  (all  hours)-- 

National  Council  on  Alcoholism  

Senior's  Friendship  Line  (all  hours) 


.---752- 

 387 

---558 

 621 

 431 

 282 

 821 

 441 

 563 

 752 

Consumer  Action  Information  and  Complaints  665 

D.S.S.  -  Information  and  Referral  864 

United  Way  -  Information  and  Referral  772 

National  Runaway  Switchboard--  80C-621 


•3400 

•5100 

-5512* 

-6211 

-1414 

-7858 

-8386 

-KIDS 

-5400 

-3778 

-1544 

-0948 

-HELP 

-4000 


OTHER 

Hospitality  House   -  "  ^76" 

Streetwork/Drug  Outreach  Program  (under  18)---776- 

Gray  Panthers  

North  of  Market  Multi -Purpose  Senior  Services-885- 

Downtown  Senior  Center  771- 

Saint  Anthony's  Dining  Room  (10-12:30  daily)--552- 

Meals  on  Wheels  ^^4- 

Central  YMCA  Children,  Youth,  &  Family  Cetiter-885- 

Tenderloin  Childcare  Center  (under  8  years)  776- 

Huckleberry  House  for  runaways    621- 

Travelers  Aid  Society  781" 

Tender  Lion  Family  Counseling  Project   781- 

M.A.P.  (alcohol  detoxification)  431- 

W.O.M.A.N.  Inc.   (for  battered  women)  864- 

Center  for  Education/Iris  Project  ■  397- 

I8th  Street  Services  (alcohol  help  for  5ays)--863- 
Salvation  Army  Turk  St    Center  (senior  lunch)-928- 

Welfare  Rights  Organtiation  *■  ••--397- 

City  Prison  — *  -"-553- 

S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors  558 

S.F.  Municipal  Railway    673 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  --■  474 

Veterans  Centers  386-6726  &  824 

Economic  Opportunity  Council  771 

Vietnamese  Youth  Center  771 

Friends  Exchange  for  Mental  &  Physical  Health-863 

Swords  to  Ploughshares  (Vet  Services)  391 

Independent  Living  Project  751 

Tenderloin  Food  Club  (Th,  10-1)  885 

Heart  of  the  City  Farmer's  Market  621 


2103 
2103 
4585 
2274 
7950 
3838 
4646 
•0460 
-3411 
-2929 
-6738 
-6738 
-7400 
-4722 
-2023 
-8111 
-7078 
-7121 
-1441* 
-3184* 
-MUNI 
-2164 

-nil 

-7100 
-2600 
-1130 
-6784 
-8765«f 
-0460 
-0422 


*TTY  System  available  for  communication  with  the  deaf 


-DR.  ORWITZ  -  DENTIST— I 

NO  APPOINTMENT  NEaSSARY 
BRIDGEWORK  -  FILLINGS 

PLATES  MADE  IN  1  DAY 

EXTRACTIONS 
PLATES  BEPAIBED 

WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


SENIOR  CITIZENS. 

tn  AHVT  iruucxD  ms 
mct-ODn  nocuM  pAcncirun 
cot  srcnotiD 


NOTtCC;  UNION  MEIMCRS 

covtUD  mnja  Tcvit  mnox 

DOrtAL  rUB:  SCKPLT  BUNG 

11  nc  POBc  rvmsfHD 

n  TOUS  DffUTfEI 


MEDI-CAL  ACCEPTED 


FREE  PAUaNG 
Htatlon  at  7th  Lot  NcxC  Co  Post  Office. 
Obcalti  Tlckac  ac  Dr.  Orvlts  Offlc*. 


DR.  S.D.  ORWITZ 

1033  MARKET  ST. 


ktwNi  Ithftlth  Sh.- 


^^^^ doDatlons  which  made  this  iaaue  possible,  the 


Tender  loin  Times  vishes  to  thank  the  'following: 

Massis  Flowers 
FranciBcan  Chanties 


SUBSCRIBE  ! 


Empire's  Liquor 

399  Eddy  885-4531 

Davids  Market 

402  Ellis  474-4035 

(discount  liquors) 

5  to  10  percent  discount 
for  seniors  on  $10  &  up 
purchase!  Free  ice! 

Free  Escort  Service 
witMiv  3  blocka 


